Steering through the Storm Acts 27-28
How God uses Chaos to Carry us
Thesis Statement:  The same God who governs the storm guides you to the shore 
Transition Statement:  You can only survive but thrive in storms if/or:

Introduction:

Ill – shooting at wedding
I stood in the parking lot in my tuxedo while a reporter held a microphone in my face and the camera rolled, and she asked me a question I will carry for the rest of my life: "How can you have a wedding when something like this is happening?"

I told her the truth. 
I told her that what she was witnessing — 
a family choosing to move forward in the middle of grief, 
finding a way to hold joy and sorrow in the same hands — was not something we had manufactured. 
It wasn't denial. 
It wasn't toughness. 
It was Christ living in us. 
It was an anchor that held when the ground gave way beneath our feet. 
It was a peace that didn't originate in our circumstances because it was never produced by our circumstances. 
I told her the world was watching something it could not explain — but it could absolutely see.

We had the wedding that night. 
And Kristin and I left for our honeymoon still without answers, still without closure, still not knowing the full story of what had led to any of it. Just two people beginning a marriage in the aftermath of something that made no sense, holding onto a God who somehow held all of it together when we couldn't.

That was the morning I stopped believing this truth only in my head and began to know it in my bones: 
some storms don't come with explanations. 
They come with — invitations to discover whether what you believe is real enough to hold you when life stops making sense.

MAYBE YOU KNOW THIS FEELING
Your storm probably doesn't look exactly like mine. 
But I'd be willing to wager it carries the same weight — 
that specific, disorienting feeling of reaching for the life you expected and finding something else entirely in its place.

Maybe it arrived the way a doctor delivered a diagnosis with the door closed and your whole future rewritten in a single sentence. 
Maybe it came as a phone call in the middle of the night, 
or a conversation that fractured a relationship you thought was unbreakable, 
or a season of loss that has stretched so far beyond what you thought you could endure that you've stopped trying to predict when it ends. 
Maybe it came quietly — 
no single dramatic moment, 
just a slow, creeping awareness that the life you are living bears very little resemblance to the life you planned. 
That somewhere between where you started and where you find yourself today, 
something essential got lost, and you're not even sure what to call it.

Whatever the shape of it, you know the feeling. 
The wind rises. 
The waves grow. 
Control slips through your fingers. 
And you are left standing in the middle of something you would never have chosen, wondering what on earth God is doing.

WHEN THE STORM IS BIGGER THAN YOU
In November of 1970, a storm rose in the Bay of Bengal that would become the deadliest tropical cyclone in recorded human history. It had no name that most people remember. It left no famous survivors whose stories filled the newspapers for weeks. What it left was silence.

In a single night, a wall of water taller than houses swept across what is now Bangladesh, moving faster than any warning system could have reached the people in its path. Entire villages were erased while families slept. By morning, somewhere between three hundred thousand and five hundred thousand people were gone — mothers, children, fathers, grandparents — swept away without warning, without escape, without a single moment to prepare for what was coming. Survivors walked through silence where cities once stood, finding bodies in trees and cattle tangled in rooftops, searching for faces they would never find again.

I am not telling you that story to overwhelm you. I am telling you that story because it establishes the one truth that every other truth in this sermon is built upon:

When the storm comes, human strength is never enough.
Not resilience. Not determination. Not a positive attitude or a strong support system None of those things stop the wall of water. None of those things hold the ship together when the Euroclydon hits. None of those things are sufficient on their own when the thing you are facing is simply bigger than you are.

And here is what I have learned — from that frost-covered driveway in Kansas City, from the years of storms that have come since, and from one of the most vivid narratives in all of Scripture: the answer to a storm that is bigger than you is not a bigger version of you. It is a God who governs the storm itself. A God who was present before the first wave rose, who set the boundary of every wave that followed, and who has already determined where the water ends and the shore begins.

That is what Acts 27 is about. And that is what this book is about. Not how to be strong enough to survive your storm — but how to stay connected to the One who has never once lost control of it.

What do we do when sometimes things we thought were secure are now falling apart

 
3 Types of Storms we face
Here is something that most people never stop long enough to consider when the storm hits: not all storms are the same. They don't all carry the same meaning, require the same response, or come from the same source. And if you misread your storm — if you misidentify what kind of storm you're actually standing in — you will mishandle it every single time. You'll carry guilt that was never meant for you to carry, or you'll miss the growth that God was specifically engineering through the difficulty, or you'll become bitter and hard in the very season when God was quietly positioning you for something you couldn't have reached any other way.

So before we step onto the ship with Paul and feel the wind shift and watch the horizon disappear, I want to give you a framework — three categories, three kinds of storms, and one honest question that only you can answer.


1.  The Storms caused by ourselves – discipline – God is correcting/ chastening us
not a person here today who can’t say I don’t what you’re talking about – Jonah
Storm One: Storms You Cause — It’s About Discipline
We don't like to start here, but we have to. 
Not every storm in your life came from the outside. 
Some of them began with a decision — a warning you ignored, a conviction you silenced, a direction you chose when something deep inside you already knew better. 
Jonah is the clearest picture of this. 
God said go to Nineveh. Jonah went the opposite direction. 
And the storm that followed wasn't mysterious or random; it was corrective. God was chastening him. 
Not in a vindictive sense, but in the way a loving Father pursues a child He loves too much to let wander off a cliff.

These storms are mercy in disguise. 
They interrupt a road that would have destroyed you. 
They expose what you were hiding and confront what you were avoiding. 
They are not evidence that God has abandoned you — they are evidence that He hasn't. 
And the great danger of mislabeling this kind of storm is that you will spend all your energy fighting the very thing God is using to bring you back. 
You'll rebuke what He sent to rescue you.

If this is your storm, what God is asking of you is repentance. 
Not shame. 
Not prolonged self-punishment. 
Just an honest turn back toward a Father who, like the one in the parable of the prodigal son, is already watching the road, already sees you coming from a long way off, and is already running toward you before you can finish the speech you rehearsed on the way home (Luke 15:20).


2.  The Storms caused by God – disciplining- God is changing us 
Storm Two: Storms God Causes — It’s About Discipleship
This is where it gets genuinely uncomfortable, because most of us have built our theology around a God who rescues us from storms rather than a God who sometimes leads us directly into them. 

But consider what happened in Matthew 14 — Jesus told His disciples to get into the boat. 
He constrained them, the text says — He insisted. 
They obeyed. 
They were exactly where He directed them to be. 
And then the storm hit anyway. 
Jesus wasn't caught off guard; He had sent them directly into it.

Which means obedience does not exempt you from difficulty. 
Sometimes it is precisely what leads you into it. 
There are things you can learn in calm water — doctrines you can study, principles you can memorize, theology you can articulate beautifully. 
But there are things you only discover when control is completely gone. 
Faith can be discussed on land. 
But it is only forged at sea.

This is the potter's wheel storm. 
God is changing you. 
He is not correcting a wrong turn; 
He is shaping a character that cannot be formed any other way. 
The pressure is not punishment — it is process. 
And the question that unlocks everything in this kind of storm is not God, how do I get out of this? 
The question is God, what are You building in me through this? 
That shift — from escape to receptivity — changes everything about how you experience the storm and what you carry out of it.

If this is your storm, what God is asking of you is receptivity. 
Not gritted teeth and white-knuckled endurance, but an open hand — a willingness to be shaped by the One who knows exactly what He is making.

3.  The Storms caused by others – and were on board with them – deployment -God is commissioning us
	Parents cause storms for the kids
	Kids cause storms for friends or parents
	Business owners cause storms for associates and employees
Church members cause storms for friends and other members
Storm Three: Storms Others Cause — It’s About Deployment
This is the storm that feels the most unfair — because it is. 
You didn't make the decision that set things in motion. 
You didn't ignore the warning. 
You didn't choose the direction. 
But you're still on the ship, still in the water, still dealing with waves you didn't create and couldn't have prevented. 
That is Acts 27 in miniature. 
Paul told them not to sail. They didn't listen. 
And when the storm came, he went through it right alongside everyone else.
A parent's decision reshapes a child's world. 
A leader's failure ripples through an entire organization. 
A spouse's choice rewrites a family's story. 
And suddenly you are navigating consequences that belong to someone else's choices.

This is where bitterness is born, because everything in you wants to say that this isn't fair — 
and you're not wrong. It isn't. 
But this particular storm carries something that the other two don't. 
It carries a platform.

When the people around you watch you move through chaos you didn't choose — especially chaos that is genuinely unfair — with a bedrock of peace and joy they cannot manufacture or explain, something begins to happen. 
God is commissioning you right in the middle of what was meant to destroy you. 
The world cannot articulate what it is seeing. 
But it can see it clearly. 
And what it's seeing is not your strength or your resilience or your positive attitude. 
It's your anchor. 
It's Christ in you, the hope of glory, visible and undeniable precisely because your circumstances give no natural explanation for it.

That reporter who put a microphone in my face on my wedding day wasn't looking for a theological lecture. 
She was looking at something she had no category for, and she needed someone to name it.
 That is the gift of the Storm Three person — you become, in the middle of your own suffering, a living answer to a question the world doesn't even know it's asking.

If this is your storm, what God is asking of you is responsiveness. 
Not bitterness, not isolation, not the slow retreat into resentment 
— but an eyes-open awareness that you have been placed exactly here, in exactly this, because God intends to do something through you that could not happen any other way.

THE QUESTION ONLY YOU CAN ANSWER
So before the first chapter begins — 
before we board the ship with Paul and feel the temperature drop and watch the sky change — 
I want to ask you to stop for just a moment. Not emotionally, not defensively, but honestly:

What kind of storm are you in right now?

That question changes everything that follows. 
It changes how you read this book, how you receive what God is doing, and whether you emerge from this season shaped by the storm or simply scarred by it. 
You don't need a perfect answer. 
Most storms carry traces of more than one category, and some shift as they develop. 
But the willingness to sit with that question honestly — 
to resist the temptation to assign blame before you've sought understanding — 
already puts you ahead of most people who will walk through exactly what you're walking through and never pause long enough to ask what God is doing in it.

WHAT THIS SERMON IS, AND WHAT IT ISN’T
Acts 27 is one of the most detailed narratives in all of Scripture — not just because of the storm, but because of what the storm reveals. 
It is the most vivid account of a shipwreck in all of ancient literature, 
so technically precise that historians and archaeologists have studied it for generations not only for its theological value but for what it tells us about ancient seamanship. 
The Holy Spirit went into remarkable detail here, and that detail is not accidental.

But this is not a text about nautical history. 
It is a text about what happens to a human being:
 — to your faith, 
your decisions, 
your instincts, 
your grip on God — 
when the storm takes over and control disappears. 
It is built around 10 responses, 
each one anchored in a specific moment of the Acts 27 text, 
each one a principle that Paul models for everyone on that ship. 
— 10 ways of standing 
10 truths On How to keep your head above water even when your ship isn’t (when everything around you is coming apart.)

It is about what you throw overboard and what you refuse to let go of. What you listen to and what you ignore. What breaks and what holds. And more than anything, it is about one truth that runs like a thread through every principle in this sermon and, I believe, every chapter of your life:

The same God who governs the storm guides you to the shore.

He is not reacting to what is happening to you. 
He is not surprised by it, 
not scrambling to recover from it, 
not watching from a distance hoping things work out. 

He is governing it. 
He is steering it.
He was steering on the morning I stood in a frost-covered driveway and heard something that changed everything. 
He was steering when I stood in a parking lot in a tuxedo trying to explain the gospel to a news camera. 
He was steering through two weeks of a honeymoon with no closure and no answers, 
and He has been steering through every storm you have ever faced.

You just couldn't see it from where you were standing.
That's what this sermon is for. 
To help you see it. 
To give you the framework, the language, and the 10 handholds you need to stay upright when the wind is at its worst — 
and to walk off that ship, whenever you finally reach the shore, knowing that not a single wave was wasted.

Let's go.



God is still steering.



In all of Paul’s life there was never a more prolonged, intense, unrelieved, unrelenting crisis than this one, which he endures day after day, week after week, month after month in this particular journey from Caesarea to Rome.

1. Resist to fall apart even though your plans did (v1-2)

Acts 27:1-2 - And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band.
2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us.


BEFORE THE SHIP — THE MAN IN THE CHAINS
To understand what is happening in Acts 27:1-2, you have to understand who Paul is by the time he boards that ship and what it cost him to get there.

Paul’s third missionary journey had ended not in triumph but in arrest. 
He had returned to Jerusalem knowing full well that suffering awaited him there. 
Through the Spirit he had been repeatedly warned that bonds and afflictions were coming, 
and the prophet Agabus had vividly foretold his arrest — 
taking Paul’s own belt, binding his own hands and feet with it, and declaring that the Jews at Jerusalem would bind Paul and deliver him to the Gentiles. 

The believers who heard that prophecy begged Paul not to go. 
He went anyway, because he was carrying something he believed mattered more than his own safety. 
For months he had been collecting money from the Gentile churches he had planted across Greece and Asia Minor, 
gathering a financial offering to bring to the impoverished Jewish believers in Jerusalem. 
It was an act of profound theological intention. 
Paul believed that unity between Jewish and Gentile Christians was not merely desirable but essential to the gospel itself, 
and he wanted to demonstrate that unity in the most tangible way he knew
 — with money, gathered across thousands of miles, given from people who had never met the people they were giving to.

He knew the risks. He went anyway.

After several days in Jerusalem — long enough for Paul to meet with James and the elders— 
a riot broke out. 
Paul was falsely accused of bringing a Gentile into the temple precincts beyond where Gentiles were permitted — 
a charge that was false but lethal in that environment. 
The crowd seized him, dragged him out of the temple, and was beating him — 
he would almost certainly have been killed had Roman soldiers not intervened and taken him into custody. 

What followed was two years of imprisonment in Caesarea. 
Felix kept Paul in custody partly to placate the Jewish leadership and partly, the text tells us plainly, because he hoped Paul might offer him money (Acts 24:26–27). 
When Festus succeeded Felix, he too wanted to do the Jews a favor, and he proposed sending Paul back to Jerusalem for trial — 
which Paul recognized as a death sentence in all but name. 
It was only later, when Agrippa heard Paul’s case, that someone in Roman authority said plainly what the text had been implying all along: this man has done nothing worthy of death or imprisonment (Acts 26:31–32).

Two years. In a cell. Waiting.

During those two years God had spoken. 
In Acts 23, while Paul sat in Jerusalem custody wondering what came next, the Lord stood by him in the night and said: you must bear witness at Rome. That was the word. 
That was the destination. 
That was the promise that Paul carried through every day of those two years in Caesarea, through every delayed hearing and every political calculation that kept him behind bars.

Finally — after two years, after Felix and then Festus, after the Jewish leadership’s repeated attempts to have him transferred to Jerusalem where they could arrange his death en route — Paul appealed to Caesar. 
It was his right as a Roman citizen. 
And Festus, unable to think of a reason to deny it and probably relieved to have the problem transferred to Rome’s jurisdiction, granted it.

He was going to Rome. At last.
Just not the way he planned.



THE TWO VERSES THAT CHANGE EVERYTHING
“And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus’ band. And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us.” — Acts 27:1-2

Two verses. And fourteen words into the first one, the whole story is already upended.

They delivered Paul. 
Not Paul arrived. 
Not Paul boarded. They delivered him — the way you deliver a package, 
the way you transfer a prisoner, the way you move a man from one set of chains to another. 
The Greek word here carries the weight of official handover. 
Paul is cargo. He is property of the Roman state. 
He is going to Rome, yes — but he is going in vinculis, in chains, 
under guard, under the authority of a centurion named Julius who answers to Caesar, not to Paul.



Instead of going as clergy he’s going as convict
Instead of going as a preacher he’s going as a prisoner

He did not choose his ship. 
He did not choose his route. 
He did not choose his traveling companions. 
Julius chose all of those things. 
The destination hadn’t changed. 
But everything about the journey had become unrecognizable from what Paul had imagined.


THE MEN WHO CHOSE TO GO WITH HIM
And then there is the detail that most readers walk right past, because Luke mentions it almost in passing at the end of verse two: 
Aristarchus, a Macedonian from Thessalonica, was with them.

Luke himself is also there — his presence indicated by the sudden shift to first person plural, the quiet “we” that tells you the author of Acts is now a participant in the story he is recording. 
Two men. 
Both free. 
Both choosing to be on a prison ship sailing toward an uncertain destination with a man who was being transported as a criminal.

The first possibility is that Julius, the centurion, extended Paul an unusual courtesy — 
perhaps at the direction of Festus, who knew Paul was innocent and wanted to maintain goodwill with a man of Paul’s evident stature — 
and simply permitted Luke and Aristarchus to travel as Paul’s companions. Roman centurions did have discretionary authority over their prisoners, and there is historical evidence that prisoners of relatively high standing were sometimes permitted attendants.

The second possibility is more startling. 
The 19th century classical scholar William Ramsay, whose archaeological work on Acts remains some of the most respected in the field, proposed that Luke and Aristarchus may have voluntarily registered themselves as Paul’s famuli — his personal household slaves under Roman law. 
Roman legal practice permitted prisoners to travel with their own slaves, and registering as a slave was, in theory, a legal mechanism by which a free person could bind themselves to a prisoner’s custody in order to accompany him. 
Ramsay called this probable rather than certain, and subsequent scholars have debated it ever since without reaching consensus. 
But the possibility has never been dismissed, and serious commentators including F.F. Bruce and John Stott have engaged with it respectfully.

Whether or not the legal mechanism of famuli is precisely what occurred, the spirit of what Luke and Aristarchus did is unmistakable either way. Two free men chose to bind themselves to a prisoner rather than let him face the journey alone. 
They gave up comfort, status, and safety to be present with someone who needed them. 
They did not have titles. 
They did not have authority. 
They had no official role on that ship. 
They simply decided that Paul should not go alone — and they went.

That is one of the most radical acts of friendship in the entire New Testament. And most readers never even pause over it.

They had no title. No authority. No official role. They simply decided Paul should not go alone — and they went.

There is an application here that I do not want to pass over too quickly, because it speaks directly to something the church often gets wrong about ministry and about loyalty.
Some of the most important ministry you will ever do will happen without a title. 
It will happen when you show up for someone in a season when showing up costs you something. 
When you climb on a prison ship not because you were asked to but because you looked at someone going through something hard and thought — I’m not letting them go alone.
That is what Luke and Aristarchus did. And their names are in Scripture forever because of it.


Ill – Reeese Kauffman
Reese Kaufman was the owner of a thriving factory in Indianapolis that made among other things all the corn horns for General motors. 
Every GM product produced an America carried a horn belt in his plant. 
Kaufman industries stockpile hundreds of thousands of car horns and a 20,000 square-foot warehouse with ceilings 24 feet high. 
Reese told me on her last day at work before Christmas. All my workers were celebrating. I got a message from GM that our horns were defective and cannot be used not one of them. 
The weight of that message hitting during the Christmas season was terrible. 
All those beautiful parts we’ve been producing for weeks were nothing but worthless scrap. 
Our whole investment Was suddenly a staggering liability. 
I had to tell my workers that our products were flawed our inventory, worthless, their jobs in jeopardy, and our company in crisis.
Reese cried out to God for mercy and help. 
For too long weeks, all of us lived under a cloud. 
I prayed earnestly and sought to trust the Lord with the burden. 
Then, after the first of the year, the director of purchasing for General motors came down and listened as I made the case for the accuracy of our work. In his amazement the GM representative agreed. 
GM said our investigation shows that we sent you the wrong parts… it wasn’t your fault. It was ours. 
We sent you a tool from the morgue. All those weeks you put into the design and production of those Horns.. charge it to us. 
Will bear the responsibility and reimburse you for all your expenses.
The ensuing check from GM allowed Reese to buy an adjacent piece of land to expand. His plant would appear to be a disaster turn into a great blessing and the wealth that produced allowed Reid to eventually leave his business and devote the next 30 years of his life to leading one of the largest missionary movements on earth, child, evangelist, and fellowship without ever taking a penny of salary. 
That’s what our Lord can do. 
Isn’t that amazing

Can you trust God to rewrite your story?

GOD SPECIALIZES IN REWRITING STORIES
Here is the truth that the first two verses of Acts 27 are teaching us, and it is the truth that the rest of this book will keep returning to from different angles and different depths:

The story you expected is not the story God is committed to finishing.

That is not a comfortable truth. 
It does not feel encouraging to read in the middle of a storm. 
But it is one of the most liberating things a person can come to understand, because it reframes everything. 
The disruption is not the failure of God’s plan. 
It is often precisely how God’s plan moves.

Paul’s life is a masterclass in this pattern. 

That pattern did not start with Paul and it did not end with him. It is woven through Scripture like a thread you cannot miss once you start looking for it.

Joseph didn’t plan the pit. He didn’t plan the false accusation or the prison or the years of waiting in the dark. But every one of those detours was moving him toward a throne room in Egypt and a moment where he would save his family — and through his family, the entire lineage of the people of God.

Moses didn’t plan the desert. Forty years on the back side of nowhere, tending sheep, invisible and apparently forgotten. But God was preparing in the wilderness a man who could lead a nation through one.

Ruth didn’t plan the loss. A widow in a foreign land, gleaning grain at the edges of someone else’s field. But her faithfulness in small, invisible things placed her in the royal lineage of Jesus Christ.

David didn’t plan the delay. Anointed as king while still a teenager, then sent back to the sheep while Saul sat on the throne for years. But the shepherd’s field was where God formed the heart that would write the psalms and sustain a nation.

Peter didn’t plan the denial. Three times. A fire in a courtyard. The worst night of his life. But Jesus didn’t replace him — He restored him. And the man who couldn’t hold his nerve at a servant girl’s question became the man who stood at Pentecost and turned three thousand hearts toward Christ.

None of them planned the detour. All of them discovered that the detour was the real road.

God specializes in rewriting stories — He turns pits into palaces, failures into foundations, and prisons into pulpits.

God does not just guide your story. He rewrites it. Not because He lost control of the original version — but because He never handed that control to you in the first place. And what feels like the destruction of the plan is almost always the beginning of the part that matters most.



“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
— Corrie ten Boom

THE CASE AGAINST FALLING APART
The argument is this: the thing that burned was never actually what was carrying you.

Paul discovered the same thing on that ship. The plan he had carried for years — arriving in Rome as a free man, a preacher with an audience, a missionary with momentum — was gone the moment Julius put him in chains. But the calling was not in the plan. The calling was in the God who gave it. And that God was still steering, even with Paul in irons.

This is the argument against falling apart: falling apart assumes that what broke was what was holding you. But if God is the one holding you — and He is — then nothing that breaks can remove the thing that matters most. The truck burns. The ship sails in chains. The plan becomes unrecognizable. And yet the destination remains. Because the destination was never in the plan. It was always in the promise.

That is not a reason to pretend it doesn’t hurt. 
It does. 
Loss is real. 
Disruption is disorienting. And Paul in chains on that ship was not performing contentment. He was a human being in a situation he would not have chosen.

But there is a difference between feeling the weight of a disrupted plan and being destroyed by it. 
Between grieving what burned and building your theology around the ashes. 
Between acknowledging that this is hard and deciding that hard means hopeless.

Paul did not fall apart in Acts 27. And the first reason he didn’t is the one that carries everything else in this book: he already knew who was steering. 
He had learned, through years of detours and rewritten stories and plans that didn’t survive contact with God’s intentions, that the disruption was not the end of the journey.
It was almost always the beginning of the part that mattered most.


In the Midst of great suffering and trials is where God does His greatest good


Gen 50:20 – But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

Rom 8:28 – And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Ps 37:23-24 – The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way.
24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.

Ps 30:5 – For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

Night chapters don’t define the ending
He is the Author who writes the ending.
God is still steering.


2. Remain in the Slow Work of God (v3-8).
Acts 27:3-8 - And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself.
4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.
5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.
6 And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.
7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone;
8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea.


the winds were contrary.
sailed slowly many days, (v7)
scarce were come over against Cnidus, (v7)
the wind not suffering us, (v7)
hardly passing it (v8)
Now when much time was spent, (v9)
Now when much time was spent, (v9)
 	and when sailing was now dangerous, (v9)

	Things should have been easy for Paul
	Sometimes it takes time for people and circumstances to mature
	
Ill – moses 120 years old, 40 years thought he was a somebody, 40 years thought he was a nobody, last 40 years saw what God could do with a nobody

	Ill - Lazurus – God has a calendar

	James 1:3-4 - Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Is 40:31 – But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Ps 27:14 - Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.

2 Reasons we decide to disobey God and make bad decisions

Impatience
Their Impatience lead them into a storm
Look to human reasoning
Look to the majority
South wind blew – look a door has opened
Is it a door to serve God
Is it a door that requires you to disobey something clearly taught in the bible
Don’t let circumstances always drive you
South winds become stormy winds in a matter of seconds

	Ex- Hurry to get married 
go to martial counsellors – experts told to get a girlfriend
Leave school
“The problem wasn’t only the harbor; it was the hurry.”
 	“God’s will is more about timing than terrain.”


3.  Resolve to follow real wisdom (v9-12)

Acts 27:9-12 - 9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them,
10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.
11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul.
12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

Albert Einstein – “Only two things in the existence that are infinite: the universe and man’s stupidity and I’m not sure about the universe”

 V9 - admonished – paraineo (impf, ind, act) - to warn, to indicate strongly to someone what they should do, to urge
			the imperfect tense pictures the repeated action

Dangerous, Damage
Why was it dangerous after October?
1. Violent Northeaster storms (Euroclydon)
Acts 27:14 names the storm: Euroclydon — a powerful Mediterranean cyclone-type wind.
These storms could:
· Last for days or weeks
· Drive ships off course uncontrollably
· Break ships apart (which is exactly what happened)

Fast – This refers to the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).
· Occurs late September or early October
· In AD 59 (approximate year), it fell around October 5
·  This would have been about 5 days before the Feast of Tabernacles which came right after the fast
Luke is giving a precise nautical time marker.

Ancient Mediterranean sailing calendar
Ancient sailors followed a strict seasonal schedule:
	Time Period
	Sailing Conditions

	May 27 – Sept 14
	Safe sailing

	Sept 15 – Oct 15
	Dangerous sailing

	Oct 16 – Nov 11
	Extremely dangerous

	Nov 12 – Feb 10
	Closed to sailing (virtually impossible)


By Acts 27:9, they were already in the danger zone, approaching the extremely dangerous season.



2. Limited navigation technology
They had:
· No compass
· No engine
· No weather forecast
· Depended on sun and stars
Acts 27:20 says:
“Neither sun nor stars in many days appeared.”
They were completely disoriented.

3. Heavy grain ships were harder to control
Paul was on a large Alexandrian grain ship carrying 276 people (Acts 27:37).
These ships:
· Were slow to turn
· Could not sail into strong headwinds
· Were highly vulnerable in storms



Commodious (v12) – not well placed, unsuitable
More part – the majority

Prov 12:15 – The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that harkeneth unto counsel is wise
	Prov 3:7 says: Be not wise in thine own eyes
There is a grave danger WHEN YOU STOP LISTENING
How We Drift Into Storms We Were Warned About
Storms don’t start with wind.
They start with a voice you ignored.

Before Acts 27 becomes a storm story—
it is a warning story.

Paul speaks.
Clearly.
Directly.
Without hesitation.

“If we continue—this will end in loss.”

He didn’t guess.
He discerned.

And here’s what matters:

This storm was avoidable.

Not all are.
But this one was.

Which means the issue isn’t just what happened—
it’s what was ignored.

THE VOICES WE CHOOSE
They didn’t ignore counsel.

They chose the counsel they preferred.

The pilot.
The owner.
The majority.

And when a soft wind began to blow—
they took it as confirmation.

That’s how it happens.

A little ease…
a little progress…
a little momentum—

and we call it God’s approval.

But not every open door is from God.
And not every favorable condition means you’re right.

Sometimes—
it’s the setup.

SELECTIVE LISTENING
We don’t reject all truth.

We filter it.

We give weight to:
· what we want
· what is easy
· what confirms us

And we minimize:
· what challenges
· what slows
· what corrects

So the question shifts:

Not “What is God saying?”

But “Who agrees with me?”

And once that happens—
you are already drifting.

Even if the sea is still calm.

THE POWER OF THE MAJORITY
Acts says:
“The more part advised to depart…”

Most people thought it was right.

And that always feels safer.

But truth has never been decided by numbers.

The majority built Babel.
The Majority said the promise land couldn’t be captured.
The majority choose Barabas over Jesus
The majority rejected truth.
The majority chose wrong.

And here—
the majority sailed into a storm.

You can be surrounded by agreement…
and still be completely off course.




“GOOD ADVICE IS LIKE MEDICINE: IT’S NO GOOD UNLESS YOU TAKE IT.”
Every US President– surrounded themselves with advisors and a cabinet
it’s impossible for him to see every nuance of every problem and identify every possible solution.

The point is, even the brightest and best among us occasionally need advice

Albert Einstein – Only two things in the existence that re infinite the universe and man’s stupidity and I’m not sure about the universe

6 quick tips on how to listen when somebody offers you advice. 
These tips will help ensure that what you’re hearing is actually what’s being said.

1. RESERVE judgment. 
It’s easy to tune someone out before he ever starts talking simply because you know what he’s going to say. 
But even if you think you know what’s coming, listen anyway. 
Sometimes a friend can frame the truth in a way that’s fresh and enlightening. 
He might come up with an angle you haven’t thought of. 
His idea might be the one that makes all the difference.


2. RESIST the temptation to butt in. 
You should have learned in kindergarten that interrupting is rude. 
It also creates confusion by fragmenting thoughts. 
If you’ve ever watched the CNN program Crossfire, you know that when people are constantly interrupting each other, the truth suffers.


3. REMAIN calm, especially if the person you’re listening to becomes agitated or uses inflammatory language. 
Keep in mind that anger is one of Satan’s most effective tools. 
He knows that if you get mad at the messenger, you’ll completely miss any wisdom that may be in the message.


4. REVIEW for purposes of clarification. 
When the person has stated his case and you’re still not sure exactly what he means, you can paraphrase what you just heard and ask, “Is that what you’re saying. 
If it isn’t, then keep asking questions until you get it straight.”


5. REFLECT on the advice itself. 
Pray about it and search the Scriptures to determine God’s will in the matter. 
Imagine yourself following the suggested course of action. 
What might happen? 
How would your life be changed? 
How would others be affected? 


6. RECEIVE or REJECT. 
As I said earlier, you do not have to take anyone’s advice. 
Over the course of your life you’ll undoubtedly reject a lot more advice than you’ll take. 
My point is simply that you should work through this process to avoid making a hasty, thoughtless decision.

But the noted Englishman, Benjamin Disraeli, once observed that God gave us two ears and one mouth because He intended for us to do twice as much listening as talking. 

	Solomon said, “Tune your ears to wisdom” 
(Prov. 2:2), and “Plans go wrong for lack of advice” (15:22). 
And Jesus himself said, “He who has an ear, let him hear . . .” (Rev. 2:7, NASB).

“The next time you’re tempted to turn a deaf ear to somebody who’s offering you a piece of advice, remember these exhortations and stop and think about Samson. 
When he ignored his parents, it’s as if his doom was sealed. 
From that point on, we see him becoming more and more reckless. 
We see him drifting farther away from his calling and sinking deeper into sin. 
Yes, it took years for him to finally hit rock bottom, but it’s clear that the downward course of his life was set the moment he closed his ears to a piece of very good advice.

Don’t make the same mistake.”

4. Rely on the cables of God’s Divine grace to hold you together (v13-17)
Acts 27:13-17 – 
13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.
14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.
15 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive.
16 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat:
17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps (supporting cables), undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands (the shallows of Syrtis), strake sail, and so were driven.

How "tempestuous" (Acts 27:14) was Euroclydon?
The original Greek word translated "tempestuous" is τυφωνικος (tuphonikos), from which the English word "typhoon" (called "hurricane" or "cyclone" in other parts of the world) is derived. 

Greek: εὐρακύλων
Transliteration: eurakýlōn (or euraquilo)
And ευροκλυδων (eurokludon), the original Greek word for "Euroclydon," combines:
 ευρος(euros), which means an easterly wind, 
with κλυδων ἀκύλων (akylōn / aquilo) = north wind

Euroclydon was a hurricane/cyclone/typhoon that "caught" (Acts 27:15) the ship so suddenly and violently that they couldn't even turn the ship around and "head into the wind" (Acts 27:15), let alone prepare the ship to ride out the storm. So they just let Euroclydon drive the ship southwest.

Skiff – a small boat in tow or carried on board for emergency use, transportation to and from shore

Fall - to drift off course v. — (of ships) to wander from a proper course and fall into danger (as of shipwreck or running aground).

Syrtis Sands were the sandbars, behind which lay quicksands, and rocky shores that lined most of the northern coast of what are Libya and Tunisia today. North Africa

Quicksands - In Acts 27:17, the "quicksands" refer to 
a notorious and dangerous area of shoals and sandbars off the coast of North Africa, known in ancient times as the Syrtis(specifically the Greater Syrtis, now the Gulf of Sirte, off the coast of modern-day Libya). 
Ancient mariners greatly feared the Syrtis for several reasons: 
· Shifting Sands: The area was known for its vast, constantly shifting sandbanks and shallow waters, which could easily trap large ships.
· Inescapable Gulfs: Once a ship was driven into one of the Syrtis gulfs, the combination of shoals, cross-currents, and long sandbars made escape nearly impossible.
· Shipwreck Danger: The large Alexandrian grain ships of that era had a deep draft, making them especially vulnerable to running aground on these unseen underwater hazards, where they would be broken apart by the waves. 

strake sail (or "strike sail" in modern English) means 
the sailors lowered the main sail, along with its heavy yard and rigging, to reduce the vessel's wind resistance, lower its center of gravity, and prevent it from being pushed too quickly toward the dangerous Syrtis quicksands. This action, taken during a severe gale, allowed the ship to slow down, stabilize, and continue to be driven under reduced, controlled, or no sail 

Helps - Boats in 1st century had not bolts, they were glued together and sealed with tar or pitch – doesn’t hold up under pressure
This boat only had one mast (140-150 ft long 36-40 ft wide.  Multiple masts the stress is distributed among the masts, only one mast so this is what received all the stress – it was breaking the ship apart
SO, they would frapp the ship
Frapping is still used today

Acts 27:17 - Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.
βοήθεια (boētheia)  - a support to hold something together
support (device) n. — any device that bears the weight of another thing.

Heb 4:14-16:  14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

It’s so easy to fall apart
Come into His presence
The Cables of God’s grace can hold us together
Peace: Philippians 4:7 - “The peace of God… will guard your hearts and your minds.”
Word
	“You’re safe in Jesus — even when you’re not safe in circumstances.”

Ill – Peter taken captive by ISIS
In his book imprisoned with Isis
Peter was in Sudan representing voice of martyrs to eight persecuted Christians. 
He was seized, tried falsely convicted as a spy, sentenced to a life behind bars in a prison with Isis warriors who horribly beat and abused him in the crowded cell. 
After all Peter spent 445 days in a Sudanese prison.

He wrote, I felt trapped in the claustrophobic cell surrounded constantly by incessant Muslim prayers, and Arabic recitations of the Quran… 
I worried constantly about my family and how they be able to make ends meet. 
I even struggled to formulate my own prayers. 
If I wasn’t careful, I knew I could lose my mind 

The Isis Warriors beat him until his whole body was bruised with welts and wounds. 
They also beat him and turned him toward the toilet whenever they recited their prayers. 
Allahu Akbar became a near constant sound in the prison cell.   
It’s part of the Muslim call to prayer and each man repeated it incessantly over the course of the day 100 times each time they prayed. 
Confined to this tiny room I watched my cell mates bow and listen to words from the Quran 
I started to worry about my mental health 

In the final days of January, as my Muslim cell mates were praying the Lord began to give me songs. 
Watching the Muslims bow their faces to the ground, triggered the memory of a hymn that my father taught me when I was a little child…called “every knee shall bow.”
During our underground, church, discipleship meetings, in Czechoslovakia we sang that hymn spontaneously and often, 
In my prison cell those same words begin to rush in my mind… 
Five times each day as I stood near the bathroom with my face toward the toilet I remembered the refrain “every knee will bow every tongue and confess that you are the Lord

By reminding myself that one day, every person’s knee would bow before my Lord I began to internalize the eternal reality of my victory in Christ and my sanity stayed in tact 

In moments when I was most afraid, the Holy Spirit reminded me of Philippians 4:7 and the peace of God which passeth all understanding will guard your hearts, and your mind in Christ Jesus 

Later, Peter was given a Bible and a hymn book and the Sudanese authorities moved him from prison to prison. 
He found remarkable opportunities for winning prisoners to Christ. 
And though he was separated from his family and friends, a chorus of prayer was rising daily to the throne of grace.
Peter found mercy and grace to help in time of need. 

He learned that one doesn’t have to be in a church to approach the greatest throne in the universe. 

Prayer, scripture, and the hymns we’ve known from childhood are God designed tools for:
· prison cells, 
· one-bedroom 
· apartments, 
· hospital rooms, 
· a court room, 
· a freshly dug grave, 
· or wherever you encounter your next moment of vulnerability. 
· Keep these cables of God’s divine grace close at hand.
· They stretch from heaven to earth and from God’s throne into the center of your heart.

5. Remove the excess baggage weighing you down (vs 18-20)
Acts 27:18-20
18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship;
19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.
20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

“Storms don’t create these sins—they reveal them. The waves simply expose what was already in the cargo hold of your heart.”

“The greatest danger in the storm isn’t what surrounds your ship—
it’s what remains inside it. 

Before God delivers you from the storm, 
He often wants to deliver you from the sins the storm has exposed.”

Sins & Spiritual Cargo to Jettison
They may seem useful in calm waters but become deadly in storms

1. Cargo — The Weight of Priorities
	Acts 27:18 – “They lightened the ship.”
The cargo was valuable merchandise, but in a storm value changes.
“What once looked valuable becomes deadly in a storm.”
“If it costs the ship, it’s too expensive to keep.”

	a. Worldly Attachments
Things that matter too much.
· Money
· Reputation
· Comfort
· Approval
The sailors threw away valuable cargo—not sinful cargo—because survival mattered more.

	b. Spiritual Apathy
Dead weight that kills endurance.
· Prayerlessness
· Neglect of the Word
· Casual Christianity
What you stop feeding will stop strengthening you.

2. Tackle — The Weight of Control
	Acts 27:19 – “They cast out with their own hands the tackling of the ship.”
	The tackle represented their ability to control the ship.
	“Sometimes the baggage that sinks ships is the illusion of control.”
	Control of circumstances, outcomes, reputation, your future
	“You cannot steer the storm and trust God at the same time.”
	
	a. Pride
Pride refuses help and ignores warnings.
· “I’ve got this”
· Spiritual self-reliance
· Refusing counsel
Paul warned the sailors—but pride made them sail anyway (Acts 27:10–11).

b. Fear & Anxiety
Fear convinces us we’re already sinking.
· Worry about the future
· Obsession with “what if”
· Panic instead of prayer
Fear isn’t just emotional—it becomes directional, steering decisions.

c. Control
Trying to steer what only God can command.
· Micromanaging outcomes
· Refusing surrender
· Needing certainty before obedience
You can’t trust God’s providence while gripping the wheel.

d. Wrong Voices
Listening to the wrong crew.
· Culture over Scripture
· Experts over God
· Opinions over truth
Acts 27 says they trusted the pilot instead of the prophet.

3. Anchors — The Weight of False Stability
Acts 27:29 – They cast four anchors.	
Anchors were meant to stabilize, but they were only temporary solutions.
	“Some people survive storms by clinging to things that were never meant to hold them long-term.”
	False anchors: reputation, relationships, religion without Christ, achievements

	a. Unconfessed Sin
Hidden sin is like waterlogged cargo—out of sight but steadily sinking the ship.
· Secret habits
· Private compromises
· Sin we excuse instead of confess
Storms don’t create cracks; they reveal them.

	b. Bitterness & Unforgiveness
This cargo grows heavier with time.
· Old wounds
· Replayed offenses
· Silent resentment
You can’t survive a storm while clinging to anchors of the past.

c. Self-Pity
Quietly sabotages faith.
· “Why me?”
· Comparison
· Victim mentality
Self-pity makes storms feel personal instead of purposeful.

4. The Lifeboat — The Weight of Self-Rescue
	Acts 27:30–32 — Paul orders the lifeboat cut loose.
	The sailors wanted a backup escape plan.
	“Sometimes the thing sinking the ship is the backup plan that keeps you from trusting God.”

5. Grain — The Weight of Security
	Acts 27:38 – “They lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat.”
	The wheat was their food supply.
	“Sometimes God will ask you to throw overboard the very thing you thought you needed to survive.”
Money, comfort, plans, career stability
	“Your security can become your sinking weight.”
“Sometimes the thing you think you need… is the very thing sinking the ship.”
	I need this relationship, money, reputation, control

a. Disobedience Delayed
Partial obedience is still dangerous.
· “Later, Lord”
· Ignored convictions
· Procrastinated repentance
Storms expose delay as disobedience.

You’ll never discover that God is enough until He’s all you have left.


6. Rest your hope on the right anchor (vs 21-26) - Believe God will do exactly as He said

Acts 27:21-26
21 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.
26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

“In Acts 27 the sailors dropped four anchors into the sea, hoping the ship would hold until daylight.
But Paul already had four anchors holding his soul:

Anchor 1 - the presence of God, - “There stood by me this night the angel of God…”  vs 23
“Storms feel lonely, but heaven never abandons the child of God.”
God didn’t calm the storm.
He came into it.
Sometimes His greatest miracle isn’t changing your circumstances.
It’s reminding you He never left.
“The presence of God is better than the absence of storms.”


Anchor 2 - the possession / ownership of God, vs 23 - “Whose I am…”
“Storms may change your circumstances, but they cannot change your ownership.”		
You are still God's.
Storms attack identity.
You failed…
You’re forgotten…
God has abandoned you…
Paul says,
“No.
Before I belong to this storm…
I belong to God.”
Then drive it home.
You aren’t owned by
your diagnosis
your divorce
your depression
your debt
your disappointment
You belong to Christ.

Anchor 3 - the purpose of God, - “Thou must be brought before Caesar.” 
“When God has a destination for you, no storm can cancel the journey.”

“Paul wasn’t looking at the waves.
He was looking at God’s itinerary.”
“When God gives you an assignment, storms become transportation.”

Anchor 4 - and the promise of God.” Vs 25 “I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.”
Acts 23:11 - “You must also bear witness at Rome.”

“An anchor only works when it’s resting on something stronger than the storm.”
“Your hope is only as secure as what you’ve anchored it to. 
If it’s anchored to:
your health, 
your finances, 
your plans, 
your feelings, 
the storm will drag it away. 

But if it’s anchored to the character and promises of God, the storm may pull with all its fury, yet your soul will hold.”

“Storms may break the ship…
but they cannot break the promises of God.”

God has a plan of where you’re going and where you’ll end up
You may lose the ship, but you will not lose the promise

The Lord often speaks to us loudest in the storms because we need to know that His voice if far more powerful than the crashing waves and howling winds

The promises of God are not proven in the calm but in the crisis

2 Cor 12:9 - And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Ill – golden gate bridge
The Net Beneath the Bridge
High above the cold, churning waters, men walked on steel no wider than a man’s boot.
Wind whipped through the cables. Fog rolled in without warning. One slip meant a fall of hundreds of feet — and many men did fall.
While the bridge was being built, workers died regularly.
Every man who climbed the structure knew:
If I fall, that’s it.
You can imagine the tension.
· Hands gripping tighter than necessary
· Steps taken slower than they needed to be
· Fear riding every movement

Progress slowed. Morale dropped. Men showed up — but cautiously.
Then the engineers made a radical decision.
They stretched a massive safety net beneath the entire span of the bridge — hundreds of feet long, suspended far below the workers.
The danger above didn’t change.
The height didn’t shrink.
The wind didn’t stop blowing.
But something changed immediately.
Men stood taller.
They moved faster.
They walked with confidence instead of fear.
Here’s the most important part:
More than a dozen men fell into that net.
And every single one of them lived.
The net didn’t prevent the fall —
it made the fall survivable.
After the net was installed:
· Deaths nearly stopped
· Productivity increased dramatically
· The bridge was completed faster than projected
Why?
Because when the workers believed there was something beneath them,
they stopped being paralyzed by fear.
They worked boldly — not because the danger was gone,
but because the promise was underneath them.

Sermon Turn (this is where it grips hearts)
Say this slowly:
“The net didn’t remove the risk —
it removed the fear of falling.”
Then pause.
“Some of you are on a bridge right now.
The wind is strong.
The ground feels far away.
And you’re terrified of falling.”

Then land it:

Faith isn’t the absence of danger; it’s confidence in what’s underneath you.” 
“God never promised you wouldn’t walk high places —
He promised you wouldn’t fall without being caught.”

One Line That Sticks (repeat this)
“Faith isn’t the absence of danger — it’s confidence in what’s underneath you.”
“The ship may break, but the promise won’t.”

God’s promises are not fragile—they survive wind, waves, and waiting.

God’s promises are like checks—signed, dated, and guaranteed—but you must cash them by faith.”
— Charles Spurgeon

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
— Corrie ten Boom

“The man who believes God’s promises will never be shaken by men’s threats.”
— A. W. Tozer

7. Reconsider your choices in the Storm (vs 27-32 11-44)
27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country;
28 And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms.
29 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day.
30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship,
31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.
32 Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.

We see how the storm reveals God’s character but I also reveals man’s character
The tension between God’s sovereignty and man’s free will appears throughout the passage.  
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.
31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.

the twin principles of divine sovereignty and human responsibility perfectly juxtaposed side by side.

Paul tells the sailors if they leave everyone will die.
The sailor’s expertise was needed to guide the ship still to malta and run it aground on the surf

God's sovereignty did not annul the responsibility of the sailors.

	The point is your choices matter in the storm
“Acts 27 doesn’t just reveal the character of God — it reveals the cycle of human decisions in a storm.”
Just as acts 27 reveals God’s character
It also reveals man’s character
Look at the cycle of bad decisions that were made in the storm and then it repeats itself.  

a. Reject the warning about the storm (v11)
b. Resist it (v15)
c. Resign to it (v15) - drift
d. Repair it (v16) – Tried to do it without God’s help – self sufficiency
· 		Let’s see the way the sailors tried to save the ship:-
· Secure the boat. Every large ship needs a tender, a small boat to go ashore, when the ship was at anchor.  It would have been towed behind the ship, and in a gale it would have been easily swamped and sunk, so while they were in the shelter of Clauda, with great difficulty they dragged the boat up out of the water and onto the deck of the ship.
· Undergird the ship. V17 The second measure was to pass thick ropes under the ship, then using winches draw those ropes together, strengthening the structure of the vessel. Sailors would need to swim under the ship to do this.
· Lower the sail.V17 This ship had just one single, square sail.  They lowered the sail and now they are drifting, without power, and they are totally at the mercy of sea and the wind as they are blown off the coast of Clauda, and towards the perilous sinking sands off the coast of North Libya.
· Ditch the cargo.  V18 The ship was carrying a cargo of grain, from Egypt to Rome, but now the ship needed to sit higher in the water, and the heavy sacks of grain had to go.  Bag by bag, their precious cargo of food went into the sea.
· Jettison the tackle. V19  Every ship carried tackle, – winches, blocks, ropes, cargo handling equipment, spare sails, – all had to go overboard. Everyone had to help, as anything that would lower the ship was identified and tossed overboard.
e. Ride it out (29) - wish for the day
f. Run (vs 30-32) – your problems have a way to follow you
    Instead of abandoning ship maybe God wants you to stabilize it
	Sometimes the escape boat has different names
· Alcohol
· Drugs
· Sex
· Entertainment
· Retail therapy

Your failure isn’t the final line
God is not bound by your past
God is not intimidated by broken chapters—


Storms. 
I can’t stop your storm 
I can’t stop your problem
I can’t stop your issue
I can’t make it shut down
But I can give you a promise
That if your safe in in Jesus
Your safe in Jesus

Let the storm rage
Let the storms blow
Let the enemy howl
Let the dogs come barking
Let the demons do all they want to do
You’re are safe in Jesus Christ
There are no constraints on the child of God doing the will of God
Jesus will deliver

Has it ever occurred to you for one second that what you’re trying to outrun is what God is trying to have you walk in 
Too many times in our lives we try to accomplish our plans and our agenda but God is moving us in a different direction

g. Reject the Warning about the storm – (v43-44)
    Started over to the beginning the cycle but Now Julius hops off the cycle. 

He believes Paul and God 
		Acts 27 shows us something about storms most people never see.
Storms don’t just reveal God’s power —
storms reveal our patterns.
Look at the cycle the sailors fell into.
They rejected the warning…
then they resisted the wind…
then they resigned themselves to drifting…
then they tried to repair the ship in their own strength…
then they rode the storm hoping it would pass…
then they ran for the escape boat…

And the cycle would have repeated again.
Reject → Resist → Resign → Repair → Ride → Run → Repeat.
That’s what storms do to human nature.
		
	It started with Rejecting the warning about the storm and ends with it.
Until Julius hops off the cycle by cutting the skiff/dingy loose
When people try to steer the ship they sabotage it

Reject → Resist → Resign → Repair → Ride → Run → Repeat
…and then: “Until somebody cuts the skiff loose.”

“The cycle breaks when faith finally outranks fear.”

8. Remember your not the only Passenger in the Storm (vs 33-38) 
Minister in the Moment

Acts 27:33-38
33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing.
34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat.
36 Then were they all of good cheer (cheerful, assured, confident, encouraged), and they also took some meat.
37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. (276)
38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.


Ill – Preacher on the titanic
John Harper
John Harper was a Scottish boy who came to Christ and started preaching when he was a teenager. Later he became the pastor of Paisley Road Baptist Church and Glasgow and the congregation groove from 25 members to over 500. And 1912 he was invited to Chicago to preach at Moody Memorial church. He was 30, a widower, and the father of a six-year-old daughter named Nina, who traveled with him. 

They boarded their ship with some excitement, for it was the maiden voyage of the Titanic. Three nights later when the great ship struck the iceberg, Jon took Nina to the deck and handed her to a white star employee with instructions to get her into a lifeboat. 

Meanwhile, John ministered in the moment, helping people to safety while sharing the gospel with everyone he could. He gave up his life vest and his place on a lifeboat. Shirley, afterward as he thrashed around in the icy waters, a man clinging to a float stamp drifted toward him, and John cried to him, “are you saved “?
“No! “
Harper shouted the words of act 1631 “believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved “the man drifted into the darkness but minutes later he is current again swept him close to John who shouted “are you saved? 
No!
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved
With that, Harper lost his grip and slipped to his grave, but the other man was rescued. He described himself as John Harper’s last. 
When you learn to minister in the moment, you’ll never be out of a job. Not bored. Nor played with a sense of usefulness. 
And by the way, a little Nina and Jesse Harper quotation survived the shipwreck and was raised by her godly uncle. She worked at a college and became a devoted pastor’s wife who throughout her life also devoted herself to ministering in the moment. She became the longest surviving Scottish Titanic survivor. 
Nina and her husband had two children, including a daughter married, who grew up married and had children of her own 
Maybe later said “my eldest son when he was about 10 was doing a project at his school about the Titanic and I told him about it. When I said your grandmother was on the Titanic, he asked me did she drown? I explained that no she hadn’t or else we wouldn’t be here.

Dad had alzheimers – MOM said 
Rom 15:1 - We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the tweak, and not to please ourselves.

a. God Uses Our Suffering to Comfort Others
2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (KJV)
“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.”
Truth: Your pain becomes a platform. God never wastes suffering.



b. Jesus Ministered While Suffering
Luke 23:43 (KJV)
“And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”
Truth: Ministry often becomes the means of God’s healing in you.


to be comforted (pres, pass, ind) v. — to urge , exhort, implore, to call alongside of to be alleviated of sorrow or distress; be given emotional strength.
Continual action, something that is received

Be more concerned for God’s glory than your relief


9. Refuse to Underestimate the 1% (vs 39-44) 
Acts 27:39-44
39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.
40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.
41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.
42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.
43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:
44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

God recued the other 273 for the one percent (3)
They were out numbered but not outdone
Real leadership is when men want to follow you but don’t have to
You don’t need a title to be a leader
Paul started as a convict but ends up the captain
You can make a difference no matter how outnumbered you are
 
God often leaves His people in hostile environments not to imitate the world —but to impact the world 
Maybe it’s not about punishment but about position
The Lord places us in many positions or situations where we are outnumbered but not outdone

Luke spent 44 verses describing chaos:
· hurricane winds
· darkness for many days
· the ship breaking apart
· men abandoning hope
· cargo thrown away
· anchors dropped
· the vessel shattered
And then Luke summarizes the entire storm with one quiet sentence:
“They all escaped safe to land.”

Lighthouse 1871 Elias Morton
The "Graveyard of the Atlantic" is the treacherous waters off the coast of North Carolina's Outer Banks, particularly around Cape Hatteras, where the warm Gulf Stream meets the cold Labrador Current (otherwise known as the Diamond Shoals), creating dangerous conditions, shifting sandbars (shoals), and rough seas that have caused thousands of shipwrecks from the 16th century onward
These waters hold an estimated 
2,000 to over 5,000 shipwrecks, which includes:
· Blackbeard's Queen Anne's Revenge
· USS Monitor - the U.S. Navy's first ironclad warship, famous for its revolutionary revolving gun turret, which transformed naval warfare during the American Civil War
· German U-boats (WWII)
· Spanish Treasure Fleets 

While many wrecks are known, new ones are still discovered, and some disappear, making the total count a dynamic estimate. 
Its definitely on a captain’s radar.

On a frigid January night in 1871, the Keeper of the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse faced the kind of storm that tested a man’s resolve.
The wind shrieked like cannon fire, and waves slammed against the shore with the force of hammers. 
Through the gale, Elias spotted the faint, flickering lantern of a schooner fighting its way toward safety. 
The vessel was in trouble — her sails torn, her hull riding low. If she struck the outer shoals, she’d be lost.
Elias knew the beam from the lighthouse was their only guide, but ice was building on the lamp’s mechanism. 
With the light dimming, he climbed the spiral stairs again and again, chipping away ice, feeding the flame, and adjusting the Fresnel lens by hand. 
Hours passed as the storm howled around the tower.
Just before dawn, the schooner staggered into calmer water beyond the point. 
Her crew later said that without the steady, unwavering beam from Cape Hatteras, they would have been swallowed by the sea that bitter night and but were saved from the graveyard of the Atlantic

No crew saw the keeper.
No captain knew his name.
He received no medal, no headline, no spotlight —
that ship survived because one man stayed faithful when no one was watching.

“Faithfulness matters most when no one sees it.”

The one percent doesn’t make noise, they make a difference
You don’t have to be seen to be successful

“There were 276 people on that ship, but faith—not numbers—determined the outcome.”
1 % plus the Lord can do anything
1% of our population makes up our military 0 you trust them to protect you


1️⃣ Noah – One Family, One World Preserved (Gen 6-9)
Preaching truth:
God restarted humanity through one obedient household.
Line:  “When the world drowned in sin, God floated His future on eight faithful souls.”

5️⃣ Gideon – 300 vs 135,000 (Judges 7)
· Numbers: 300 vs 135,000
· Reason: “Lest Israel boast…” (7:2)
Line (this is classic one-percent theology):
“God cut the army down until faith—not numbers—got the credit.”

6️⃣ David – One Shepherd Boy vs One Giant – (1 Samuel 17)
Line: “When faith shows up, size stops mattering.”

7️⃣ Elijah – One Prophet vs a Nation – (1 Kings 18–19)
· Perception: “I alone am left.”
· Reality: God still working
Line:  “Feeling alone doesn’t mean you are abandoned—it means you are positioned.”


🔟 Jesus & the Twelve – The Ultimate One Percent - Acts 1–2
· Group: 12 ordinary men
· Outcome: Gospel to the world
Acts 17:6 - “These men who have turned the world upside down…”
Line: “God changed the world with people the world overlooked.”

🔥 TIE IT BACK TO ACTS 27 (Perfect Loop)
Paul joins this lineage:
· One man
· One promise
· One storm
· 276 lives spared
God still saves ships because one person refuses to abandon faith.
“God has always done His greatest work through His smallest numbers.”
“Storms can be classrooms, not cancellations.”
Storms Can’t hurt the child of God
Storms can’t hide the face of God
Storms can’t hinder the will of God

10. Realize the relentless pattern of the storm (vs 28:1-6)
The relentlessness of the trials
His whole life was a storm
First it is sickness, 
then it is storm, the winds and the waves, 
then it is sword-bearing soldiers, 
then it is a Serpent. 
It is one thing after another. He is imperiled from beginning of the journey to the end of the journey. And yet, in all this we see the man calm, courageous, confident.

2 Cor 11:27-32:  23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

How did he find this strength?
He is not operating by external pressures and circumstances
But by eternal principles.  

“I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the Rock of Ages.” Spurgeon

You are at your best when you are shipwrecked in the island off God’s sovereignty!


Ill surfing with pattern of waves go under come planning on another one
Storms Send Energy in Pulses
During storms (like Acts 27):
· Wind strength fluctuates
· Storm systems rotate
· Energy arrives in bursts
So the sea isn’t constantly at max violence—
it surges, rests, then surges again.

What Sailors & Surfers Know Instinctively
· The biggest waves often aren’t the first ones
· The calm between sets is not the end of the storm
· The most dangerous moment is assuming, “That was the worst of it.”

I know some things in life are not easy to shake off. Some require counseling, sessions of godly therapy, time to mature, and the resources of all the means of grace God has provided. 
Addictions, abuse, trauma – this life isn’t easy.
Between the storms, the shipwrecks and the snakes we overcome only by God‘s amazing grace. 
But this I know full well: God does not want you going through a life of serpent dangling from your hands. 
Remember Acts 28:5 -   And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.
You can do the same!

11. Reasses what Christ wants to do next. (vs 28:7-10)

“Life is too short and eternity is too long and souls are too precious and the gospel is too wonderful for us to take it easy” Vance Havner

The Lord always turns things in a goodword and a Godward direction for those who love him, and Paul’s snake bike was no exception. 
His survival astonished the Islanders and he was immediately taken to the estate of the governor man named Publius, 
who gave Paul, Luke and Arastrachus and presumably Julius, the Centurion and a few others three days of rest and recuperation 

For three months, Paul preached Christ at this isolated outpost that had never been on his itinerary. 
It was on the agenda of God, who was so concerned for the popularization of Malta,  that he sent a storm to blow in the world, foremost evangelist. 

Imagine how many new believers came from all this likely including:
· Centurion Julius  
· slaves-condemned to die in the arena 
· salty sailors
· fellow passengers
· native Maltese. 

Whatever the circumstances, the apostle of Paul was always looking around for what God wanted to do next. 
He wasn’t finished until the Lord was ready to take him to heaven. 
At the end of three months When the seas were calm Julius arranged transport to Italy and finally a few years of waiting. 
Paul arrived in Rome and waited another three days, then went to work. 

The last time we seen him in the book of acts he is living in house arrest in his own rented dwelling welcoming all who came to see him to proclaim the kingdom of God and teaching about Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance- Act 28:31. 
Paul never stopped whatever the circumstances he simply looked around for the Lord wanted him to do next.
Christ never stops using people like that.

We can’t do much in our own energy with our own personalities, utilizing our own gifts, but when the Christ of the cross directs our way, there’s always something to do next, and the Lord is in the details.

If you’ve just weathered the storm, 
or shook off the snake bite, 
thank the Lord 
and ask what God wants to do next.  

His grace is sufficient, 
His purposes are right, 
His power is sovereign. 
His truth endures to all generations, and there is no end to His exploits for His people.  
Believers never come to the end of their future.  
There is literally no end to it.  
Thst’s why its called everlasting and eternal.  
You never know what’s next, but certainly he does!  
And if you know Him, that’s enough.  

Illustration 
Burleigh law, a missionary aviator in Africa, discovered this in dramatic fashion. One day during his normal flight runs in Congo. He ran into a deadly storm that seemed to sweep toward him from nowhere. It was like Paul’s storm. In the cockpit of his little missionary plane, he lost his bearings as thunder clouds surrounded him on every side. Here and their openings appeared in the clouds, and Burleigh kept turning his plane toward those openings, following little patches of the blue lake, a needle through fabric. Finally, he saw a little landing strip beneath him, and he landed with his sigh of relief suddenly a vehicle came racing up to his plane. A nurse ran to him saying I don’t know where you came from but I know you’re an answer to our prayers. “A missionary couple on this remote mission station. The roads were impossible, and the bridges were out. The wife had become seriously ill with a high fever. Early that morning the Christians in the village had gathered for Ernest prayer for help. They had specifically asked God somehow send help and intervene in the crisis. In response, God arranged patches of blue to guide Burley through the storm clouds like an invisible thread, directing his little plane to the gained spot of earth.

The invisible thread of God‘s guidance will take you through seize and storms and serpents. 
He will lead you by land, air, or sea. 
The power of his cross will preserve and protect you and the hand that hung the stars will navigate your way. 
Give Jesus Christ, your life completely, trust him with the storms, never stop serving him, and learn to ceaselessly pray.







Conclusion: 
Illustration: “The Ship That Broke in Half”
In February of 1952, off the coast of Cape Cod, a violent nor’easter struck with hurricane-force winds and towering seas. Visibility dropped to almost nothing. Waves slammed the shoreline like artillery fire.
Out in the storm was a massive steel oil tanker called the SS Pendleton.
Without warning—no explosion, no collision—the ship literally snapped in two.
The bow sank almost immediately. The stern, still floating, was dead in the water. No power. No steering. No radio. Just cold, darkness, and chaos. Thirty-three men were trapped inside a half-ship, being violently tossed by the sea.
Temperatures were near freezing. Men were thrown against steel walls. Oil slicked the decks. Every wave threatened to roll the ship and send them all to the bottom.
They were not supposed to survive.

The Impossible Rescue
On shore, the Coast Guard received a distress report—but the rescue plan made no sense. The seas were too high. The storm too strong. The lifeboat too small.
The boat they sent out was 36 feet long—designed to carry 12 men max.
Yet four young Coast Guardsmen launched anyway.
No radar. No GPS. No guarantee of coming back.
They navigated by compass alone, crashing through 50-foot waves, engines nearly stalling, constantly taking on water. More than once they were certain they were about to capsize.
When they finally found the broken tanker, they faced another impossible moment:
How do you rescue 33 men with a boat built for 12?
The answer was simple—and reckless.
“We’ll just keep loading them.”
They brought all 33 survivors onto that small lifeboat.
It should have sunk.
It didn’t.
The boat sat dangerously low in the water, but wave after wave carried them—not to destruction, but to shore.
Every man lived.

Tie-In to Acts 27 (Preacher’s Turn)
Church, that is Acts 27.
Paul is on a ship that breaks apart.
Experienced sailors panic.
Cargo is thrown overboard.
Control is lost.
Survival feels impossible.
Yet Paul stands and says:
“Take courage… not one life will be lost.”
Not because the storm stopped.
Not because the ship held together.
But because God had already spoken.
The ship was lost—but the mission was not.
“The ship may break… but the promise of God will never sink.”
Just like the SS Pendleton:
· The vessel failed
· The storm raged
· Logic said, “This can’t work”
But God doesn’t need ideal conditions to keep His promises.

Mic-Drop Line (Use This Slowly)
“The boat was overloaded, the sea was unforgiving, and survival was impossible—
but when God decides someone will make it to shore, the storm doesn’t get the final vote.”

In the mid 1800’s Edward Hopper pastored the church for the Land and sea in NYC.  A church for sailors, who wrote these words:

1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me
over life's tempestuous sea:
unknown waves before me roll,
hiding rocks and treach'rous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee:
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

Invitation:
· Are you trying to escape what God is trying to shape?
· What “cargo” is making your storm heavier?
· Will you trust the promise even if you lose the ship?
· Will you minister in the moment instead of panicking in it?
That’s altar-ready, God’s ready, are you ready?


But God was still steering







