Finding Strength in the Storm Acts 27-28
How to keep your head above water when your ship isn’t
Thesis Statement:  The same God that governs the storm guides your steps

3 Types of Storms we face
1.  The Storms caused by ourselves
2.  The Storms caused by God 
3.  The Storms caused by others – I believe the hardest of them all

Paul knew a thing or two about storms.
2 Cor 11:27-32:  23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.
It seems like his whole life was a storm

In all of Paul’s life there was never a more prolonged, intense, unrelieved, unrelenting crisis than this one, which he endures day after day, week after week, month after month in this particular journey from Caesarea to Rome.

1. Resist to fall apart even though your plans did (v1-2)

Acts 27:1-2 - And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band.
2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us.

Can you trust God to rewrite your story?

Ruth — From Widow to Royal Line
· Story: Foreigner, widow, vulnerable and poor.
· Rewrite: Becomes the great-grandmother of King David—and part of Jesus’ lineage.
· Key truth: Faithfulness in small steps leads to generational impact.
·  Takeaway: God rewrites stories through loyalty and obedience.

David — From Overlooked to Anointed
· Story: Forgotten shepherd, youngest, underestimated.
· Rewrite: Anointed king; a man after God’s heart.
·  Key truth: God sees what others overlook.
· Takeaway: Your current role doesn’t define your final chapter.
Jonah — From Running to Revived Mission
· Story: Runs from God; swallowed by a great fish.
· Rewrite: Preaches repentance; an entire city turns to God.
· Key truth: God’s mercy outruns rebellion.
· Takeaway: It’s never too late to obey.
Peter — From Denial to Declaration
· Story: Denies Jesus three times in fear.
· Rewrite: Preaches boldly at Pentecost; thousands saved.
· Key truth: Jesus restores failures, not replaces them.
· Takeaway: Your worst moment does not disqualify you.

The Thief on the Cross — From Condemned to Redeemed
· Story: Criminal, dying, no time to make amends.
· Rewrite: Promised paradise that very day.
· Key truth: Salvation is by grace, not time served.
· Takeaway: God can rewrite a story in a single moment.

God specializes in rewriting stories—He turns pits into palaces, failures into foundations, and prisons into pulpits.

In the Midst of great suffering and trials is where God does His greatest good

Gen 50:20 – But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

Rom 8:28 – And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

Ps 37:23-24 – The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way.
24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.

Ps 30:5 – For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

Night chapters don’t define the ending
He is the Author who writes the ending.


2. Remain in the Slow Work of God (v3-8).
Acts 27:3-8 - And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself.
4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.
5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.
6 And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein.
7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone;
8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea.

the winds were contrary.
sailed slowly many days, (v7)
scarce were come over against Cnidus, (v7)
the wind not suffering us, (v7)
hardly passing it (v8)
Now when much time was spent, (v9)
Now when much time was spent, (v9)
 	and when sailing was now dangerous, (v9)

	Things should have been easy for Paul
	Sometimes it takes time for people and circumstances to mature

	James 1:3-4 - Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Is 40:31 – But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Ps 27:14 - Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.

2 Reasons we decide to disobey God and make bad decisions

Impatience
Their Impatience lead them into a storm
Look to human reasoning
Look to the majority
South wind blew – look a door has opened
Is it a door to serve God?
Is it a door that requires you to disobey something clearly taught in the bible?
Don’t let circumstances always drive you
South winds become stormy winds in a matter of seconds

“The problem wasn’t only the harbor; it was the hurry.”
 	“God’s will is more about timing than terrain.”

	Discomfort – Fair Haven was not commodious (unsuitable)
		Fair Havens
· Open to easterly and northeasterly winds
· Exposed during winter storms
· Poor natural protection
· Small
· Poorly supplied
· Inconvenient for trade

Phoenix
· Sheltered from dominant winter winds
· Naturally protected anchorage
· Larger
· More established
· Better provisioned for long-term stay

👉 In the Mediterranean, winter storms typically came from the northeast.
Phoenix was shaped to deflect those winds.

Why it mattered:
A ship could be torn apart at anchor if the harbor faced the wrong direction.
From a human standpoint, Phoenix was:
· More practical
· More comfortable
· More economical
· Phoenix was better.
Just not now.

“A good harbor reached at the wrong time can be more dangerous than a weak harbor entered in obedience.”

3.  Resolve to follow real wisdom (v9-12)

Acts 27:9-12 - 9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them,
10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives.
11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul.
12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west.

Albert Einstein – “Only two things in the existence that are infinite: the universe and man’s stupidity and I’m not sure about the universe”

Dangerous, Damage
Why was it dangerous after October?
1. Violent Northeaster storms (Euroclydon)
Acts 27:14 names the storm: Euroclydon — a powerful Mediterranean cyclone-type wind.
These storms could:
· Last for days or weeks
· Drive ships off course uncontrollably
· Break ships apart (which is exactly what happened)

2. Limited navigation technology
They had:
· No compass
· No engine
· No weather forecast
· Depended on sun and stars
Acts 27:20 says:
“Neither sun nor stars in many days appeared.”
They were completely disoriented.

3. Heavy grain ships were harder to control
Paul was on a large Alexandrian grain ship carrying 276 people (Acts 27:37).
These ships:
· Were slow to turn
· Could not sail into strong headwinds
· Were highly vulnerable in storms

Fast – This refers to the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).
· Occurs late September or early October
· In AD 59 (approximate year), it fell around October 5
·  This would have been about 5 days before the Feast of Tabernacles which came right after the fast
Luke is giving a precise nautical time marker.

admonished – paraineo (impf, ind, act) - to warn, to indicate strongly to someone what they should do, to urge
			the imperfect tense pictures the repeated action
Ancient Mediterranean sailing calendar
Ancient sailors followed a strict seasonal schedule:
	Time Period
	Sailing Conditions

	May 27 – Sept 14
	Safe sailing

	Sept 15 – Oct 15
	Dangerous sailing

	Oct 16 – Nov 11
	Extremely dangerous

	Nov 12 – Feb 10
	Closed to sailing (virtually impossible)


By Acts 27:9, they were already in the danger zone, approaching the extremely dangerous season.

Commodious (v12) – not well placed, unsuitable
More part – the majority

Prov 12:15
“GOOD ADVICE IS LIKE MEDICINE: IT’S NO GOOD UNLESS YOU TAKE IT.”

a.  You should be listening to people who know and love God’s Word.
Prov 2:6 - For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

b.  You should be listening to people who demonstrate wisdom.
Prov 15:7 - The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not so.

c. You should be listening to people who disagree with you. 

4. Rely on the cables of God’s Divine grace to hold you together (v13-17)
Acts 27:13-17 – 
13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.
14 But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.
15 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive.
16 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat:
17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps (supporting cables), undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands (the shallows of Syrtis), strake sail, and so were driven.

How "tempestuous" (Acts 27:14) was Euroclydon?
The original Greek word translated "tempestuous" is τυφωνικος (tuphonikos), from which the English word "typhoon" (called "hurricane" or "cyclone" in other parts of the world) is derived. 

ευροκλυδων (eurokludon), the original Greek word for "Euroclydon," combines ευρος(euros), which means an easterly wind, with κλυδων (kludon), which means surging (of water). 

Skiff – a small boat in tow or carried on board for emergency use, transportation to and from shore

Fall - to drift off course v. — (of ships) to wander from a proper course and fall into danger (as of shipwreck or running aground).

Syrtis Sands were the sandbars, behind which lay quicksands, and rocky shores that lined most of the northern coast of what are Libya and Tunisia today. North Africa

Quicksands - In Acts 27:17, the "quicksands" refer to 
a notorious and dangerous area of shoals and sandbars off the coast of North Africa, known in ancient times as the Syrtis(specifically the Greater Syrtis, now the Gulf of Sirte, off the coast of modern-day Libya). 
Ancient mariners greatly feared the Syrtis for several reasons: 
· Shifting Sands: The area was known for its vast, constantly shifting sandbanks and shallow waters, which could easily trap large ships.
· Inescapable Gulfs: Once a ship was driven into one of the Syrtis gulfs, the combination of shoals, cross-currents, and long sandbars made escape nearly impossible.
· Shipwreck Danger: The large Alexandrian grain ships of that era had a deep draft, making them especially vulnerable to running aground on these unseen underwater hazards, where they would be broken apart by the waves. 

strake sail (or "strike sail" in modern English) means 
the sailors lowered the main sail, along with its heavy yard and rigging, to reduce the vessel's wind resistance, lower its center of gravity, and prevent it from being pushed too quickly toward the dangerous Syrtis quicksands. This action, taken during a severe gale, allowed the ship to slow down, stabilize, and continue to be driven under reduced, controlled, or no sail 

Helps - Boats in 1st century had not bolts, they were glued together and sealed with tar or pitch – doesn’t hold up under pressure
This boat only had one mast (140-150 ft long 36-40 ft wide.  Multiple masts the stress is distributed among the masts, only one mast so this is what received all the stress – it was breaking the ship apart
SO, they would frapp the ship
Frapping is still used today

Acts 27:17 - Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.
βοήθεια (boētheia)  - a support to hold something together
support (device) n. — any device that bears the weight of another thing.

Heb 4:14-16:  14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

5. Rest your hope on the right anchor (vs 21-26) - Believe God will do exactly as He said

Acts 27:21-26
21 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss.
22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,
24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.
25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.
26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island.

The promises of God are not proven in the calm but in the crisis

2 Cor 12:9 - And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

“Faith isn’t the absence of danger — it’s confidence in what’s underneath you.”
“The ship may break, but the promise won’t.”

God’s promises are not fragile—they survive wind, waves, and waiting.

God’s promises are like checks—signed, dated, and guaranteed—but you must cash them by faith.”
— Charles Spurgeon

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
— Corrie ten Boom

“The man who believes God’s promises will never be shaken by men’s threats.”
— A. W. Tozer

6. Remember your not the only Passenger in the Storm (vs 33-36) - Minister in the Moment

Acts 27:33-36
33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing.
34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you.
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat.
36 Then were they all of good cheer (cheerful, assured, confident, encouraged), and they also took some meat.

Rom 15:1 - We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the tweak, and not to please ourselves.

God Uses Our Suffering to Comfort Others
2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (KJV)
“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.”
Truth: Your pain becomes a platform. God never wastes suffering.


Jesus Ministered While Suffering
Luke 23:43 (KJV)
“And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”
Truth: Ministry often becomes the means of God’s healing in you.


Be more concerned for God’s glory than your relief

7. Refuse to Underestimate the 1% (vs 37-44) 
Acts 27:37-44
37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. (276)
38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea.
39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship.
40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.
41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves.
42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape.
43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land:
44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

God recued the other 273 for the one percent (3)
They were out numbered
 
God often leaves His people in hostile environments not to imitate the world —but to impact the world 
Maybe it’s not about punishment but about position
The Lord places us in many positions or situations where we are outnumbered but not outdone

8. Reconsider your choices in the Storm (vs 11-44)
	a. Reject the warning about the storm (v11)
b. Resist it (v15)
c. Resign to it (v15) - drift
d. Repair it (v16) – Tried to do it without God’s help – self sufficiency
	Let’s see the way the sailors tried to save the ship:-
· Secure the boat. Every large ship needs a tender, a small boat to go ashore, when the ship was at anchor.  It would have been towed behind the ship, and in a gale it would have been easily swamped and sunk, so while they were in the shelter of Clauda, with great difficulty they dragged the boat up out of the water and onto the deck of the ship.
· Undergird the ship. V17 The second measure was to pass thick ropes under the ship, then using winches draw those ropes together, strengthening the structure of the vessel. Sailors would need to swim under the ship to do this.
· Lower the sail.V17 This ship had just one single, square sail.  They lowered the sail and now they are drifting, without power, and they are totally at the mercy of sea and the wind as they are blown off the coast of Clauda, and towards the perilous sinking sands off the coast of North Libya.
· Ditch the cargo.  V18 The ship was carrying a cargo of grain, from Egypt to Rome, but now the ship needed to sit higher in the water, and the heavy sacks of grain had to go.  Bag by bag, their precious cargo of food went into the sea.
· Jettison the tackle. V19  Every ship carried tackle, – winches, blocks, ropes, cargo handling equipment, spare sails, – all had to go overboard. Everyone had to help, as anything that would lower the ship was identified and tossed overboard.
e. Ride it out (29) - wish for the day
f. Run (vs 30-32) – your problems have a way to follow you
    Instead of abandoning ship maybe God wants you to stabilize it
	Sometimes the escape boat has different names
· Alcohol
· Drugs
· Sex
· Entertainment
· Retail therapy
g. Reject the Warning about the storm – (v43-44)
    Started over to the beginning the cycle but Now Julius hops off the cycle. 
	
9. Realize the relentless pattern of the storm (vs 28:1-6)
Acts 28:1-6
And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita.
2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.
3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.
4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.
5 And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.
6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god.

10. Reasses what Christ wants to do next. (vs 28:7-10)
Acts 28:7-10
7 In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously.
8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.
9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed:
10 Who also honoured us with many honours; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary.

“Life is too short and eternity is too long and souls are too precious and the gospel is too wonderful for us to take it easy” Vance Havner

For three months, Paul preached Christ at this isolated outpost that had never been on his itinerary. 
It was on the agenda of God, who was so concerned for the popularization of Malta, that he sent a storm to blow in the world’s, foremost evangelist. 

Imagine how many new believers came from all this likely including:
· Centurion Julius  
· slaves-condemned to die in the arena 
· salty sailors
· fellow passengers
· native Maltese. 

Conclusion:
In the mid 1800’s Edward Hopper pastored the church for the Land and sea in NYC.  A church for sailors, who wrote these words:

1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me
over life's tempestuous sea:
unknown waves before me roll,
hiding rocks and treach'rous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee:
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

So, What about You?
· Are you trying to escape what God is trying to shape?
· What “cargo” is making your storm heavier?
· Will you trust the promise even if you lose the ship?
· Will you minister in the moment instead of panicking in it?
God’s ready, are you?



